
A P O S T L E  O F  J E S U S

M A R K

A concise yet powerful account of Jesus Christ’s life,
teachings, and miracles
The book begins with a prophetic fulfillment and the
baptism of Jesus (Mark 1:1-8)
Includes details of the Transfiguration (Mark 9:2-13)
and the Crucifixion (Mark 15)
This Gospel is characterized by its immediacy and
urgency, often using the term “immediately” to
transition between scenes
The themes of suffering, discipleship, and the
kingdom of God are detailed throughout 
Targets a Gentile audience
Bridges Jewish and Roman worlds, presenting Jesus’
teachings in a context that was accessible and
relevant to non-Jewish believers
He portrays Jesus as a servant (Mark 10:45) and the
Son of Man, which offers a relatable and powerful
example of leadership and sacrifice

H I S  I D E N T I T Y  &
B A C K G R O U N D

Wrote the Gospel of Mark
Only character in the entire New Testament
named Mark

Often called “John Mark” because “John”
was his Jewish name, and “Mark,” his Roman
name (Acts 12:12)

Son of Mary (Acts 12:12)
Cousin of Barnabas (Colossians 4:10)
Had interactions with key figures of the early
church, such as Peter, Paul, and Barnabas
Was believed to be Peter’s interpreter
Was involved in the early Christian missions
(Acts 15:37-39)

His personal growth, from the setbacks in Acts
13 to his role in Paul’s later ministry (2 Timothy
4:11), inspires resilience and faithfulness

He teaches us that setbacks and conflicts do
not have to be the end

His narrative encourages believers to persevere
through challenges, embodying the humility and
service demonstrated by Jesus

Mark’s depiction of Jesus as the servant
Messiah (Mark 10:45) not only highlights the
core of Jesus’ mission but also serves as a
model for our own lives
It calls believers to embrace humility and
service, reflecting Jesus’ love and sacrifice in
daily actions

Accompanied Paul and Barnabas on their first
missionary journey (Acts 12:25; Acts 13)
Returned home prematurely from Pamphylia (Acts
13:13). This was seen by Paul as a failure or lack of
commitment, which led to a significant disagreement
between Paul and Barnabas (Acts 15:37-39)

By the time of Paul’s writing to Timothy, Mark
had become “useful to [him] for ministry” (2
Timothy 4:11), indicating a full restoration of
trust and mutual respect

Was recorded as a “fellow worker” (Philemon 1:24)
Peter refers to him as “my son” (1 Peter 5:13)

These references underscore his integral role in
the early Christian community and the spreading
of the Gospel

Was present at the Council of Jerusalem (Acts 15)L E S S O N S  F R O M  H I S
E X P E R I E N C E S

T H E  G O S P E L  O F  M A R K

S T O R I E S  F R O M  H I S  L I F E
I N  T H E  B I B L E
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